
 

 

Summer Reading 2016 
Mrs. Martelli 

American Literature AP 
 
Please read all of the following novels: 

1. The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
2. Of Mice and Men (novella) by John Steinbeck 
3. Huck Finn by Mark Twain 

 
Summer book talks based on two of your summer reading books will take 

place on Tuesday, August 23rd, Session 1 is at 6:00 pm and Session 2 at  

7:30 pm  for the novel Huck Finn. Talks on the novella Of Mice and Men 

will take place on Wednesday, August 24 with Session 1 at 6 pm and 

session 2 at 7:30 pm. All chats will be held at the Ocean County Library on 

Mathistown Road.  Ms. Lisa Ferrara will be conducting these book 

talks.  Please call the OCL to reserve your space at this book talk. It is 

also possible to register online. These do fill up quickly so please reserve 

your space soon! You will receive a certificate of attendance and you will 

be assigned a journal writing for each book.  Please bring both the 

certificate of attendance and your journal with you to class on the first day 

of school to get credit for reading the novella Of Mice and Men and the 

novel Huck Finn.  If you cannot attend these book discussions an 

alternate assignment is attached.  Please complete the alternate 

assignments and have them ready for the first day of school. 

*The novel The Help will be handled differently.  Please select one of the 

following research essays for The Help. Do not write both essay.  Write 

only one.   This is a mini research paper and all work must be typed. You 

must also use MLA format to the best of your ability.  This paper will 

provide data for my own teaching of the research paper and will serve as 

your initial benchmark so please do your best work. 

1.  Authors write about what they know.  This is true of Kathryn Stockett 

when she authored The Help.  Please research Kathryn Socket’s life and 

the time period in America in which she grew up.  What aspects of her 

personal life, American Society in the 60's, or historical events in American 

history during the 1960's show up within the pages of this historical fiction 

American Literature novel?  Be specific in your answer.  Quote specific 

facts from the author’s life, American society of the 1960’s or historical 

events during the 1960’s.  Also, support your findings with specific 

examples from the plot or quotes from characters.  Use Citations and 

parenthetical references if necessary.  Please use MLA format. Use 



 

 

easy bib easybib.com/ if necessary. Please include a thesis 

statement with at least three examples to support each thesis 

statement.  Use only 12 font, New Times Roman, and double 

space.  Do not include extra spaces between paragraphs. If this is 

giving you trouble then highlight your document, go to the drop 

down menu under paragraph and look for line spacing 

selections.  Just below these and to the left is a little box that says 

"no extra spaces between paragraphs."  Check the box and save. Do 

not write in first person and do not use the following words and 

phrases, I, you, our, we, their, based off of, your. If you know how to 

anchor a quote, please do so. Please follow these instructions 

closely. 

Or, you may select this essay 

2.  Discuss what was happening in regard to the Civil Rights Movement in 

America, particularly in the Deep South, during the 1960’s?  Write a paper 

explaining how the Civil Rights Movement was portrayed in the novel The 

Help. This movement is obvious in the attitudes of society, in the law and 

in political circles.   Include a thesis statement in your introduction and 

support your thesis with at least 3 quotes and examples from the 

novel.   Use Citations and parenthetical references if necessary. Please 

use MLA format if necessary. Do not add extra spaces between 

headings and paragraphs. If this is giving you trouble then highlight 

your document then go to the drop down menu under paragraph and 

look for line spacing selections.  Just below these and to the left is a 

little box that says "no extra spaces between paragraphs."  Check 

the box and save. Do not write in first person and do not use the 

following words and phrases, I, you, our, we, their, based off of, 

your. Please follow these instructions closely.  

You must read all three novels. 

*******The journals and certificates from the Ocean County Library will be 

due on the first day of school.   

The essay on The Help will be due on the first day of school. If you were 

not able to attend the book talk sessions at the Ocean County 

Library you must do the following assignments: 

 



 

 

*****Alternate assignment for Of Mice and Men  

Do this if you do not attend the book talks. Discuss George's actions at the 

end of Of Mice and Men in regard to his treatment of Lennie.  Pretend 

that you are George and that you are wrestling with the decision about 

Lennie's future.  Weigh the pros and cons of your decision and reach a 

conclusion.  You may write in first person for this assignment.  This 

assignment can be no shorter than two full typed pages, double space, 12 

font.  No extra spaces between paragraphs or at the top of your paper. 

*****Alternate assignment for Huck Finn 

Do this if you do not attend the book talks. Type four, one page, double 

spaced journal entries from the perspective of the character of Jim.  Make 

sure the plot incidents you chose to comment on span the book.  If you did 

not attend the summer book discussions at the Ocean County Library on 

Mathistown Road, these journal entries will be due on the first day of 

school   

You will be graded on work in the areas of content, structure and also on 

following directions. 

Let’s Review: 

1. Read The Help and select one of the two mini research projects to 

hand in completed on the first day of school.  Use MLA format. 

2. Read Of Mice and Men and attend the book talk at the library or 

complete the alternate assignment.  Either the book talk certificate 

and the journal entry or the alternate assignment is due the first day 

of school 

3. Read Huck Finn and attend the book talk at the library or complete 

the alternate assignment.  Either the book talk certificate and the 

journal entry or the alternate assignment is due the first day school. 

Please contact me at amartelli@prsdnj.org of you have difficulty with any 

of this.   

Have fun and happy summer! 
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